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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  Madison  County  Courthouse,  Virginia  City,  MT 

Jon  Dilliard,  County  Sanitarian,  P.  0.  Box  278,  Virginia  City,  MT 

Robert  L.  Storey,  Chief  Executive,  Madison  County  Courthouse,  Virginia  City,  MT 

Hariy  R.  Cosgnffe,  Area  Manager,  l>lM,  F.  0.  Box  10h8,  Dillon,  Mjl 

Cliff  Fanning,  BLM,  106  N.  Parkmont , Butte,  MT  59701 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  State  Capitol  Bldg.,  Rm.  432,  Helena,  MT 
Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  DHES,  Cogswell  Bldg.,  Helena,  MT 
^Harold  Chambers,  Montana  State  Library,  930  E.  Lyndale,  Helena,  MT 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Pursuant  to  the  Administrative  Rules  of  Montana,  16.2.604,  the  following 
Preliminary  Environmental  Review  has  been  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  concerning  the  proposed  /BLM  Septage 
Disposal  site  in  Madison  County. 

The  purpose  of  the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review  is  to  inform  all 
interested  governmental  agencies,  public  groups  or  individuals  of  the 
proposed  action  and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  action  may  have  a 
significant  effect  on  the  human  environment.  This  Preliminary  Environ- 
mental review  will  be  circulated  for  a period  of  fifteen  (15)  days  at 
which  time  a decision  will  be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

If  you  care  to  comment  on  this  proposed  action,  please  do  so  within 
the  allotted  time. 


JEL :vc 
Ends  . 


Sincerely, 


MES  E.  LEITER 
>lid  Waste  Management 
environmental  Sciences 


Bureau 

Division 


"AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER’ 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di vi sion/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences/Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  |Bureau  of  Land  Management  Septage  Disposal  Site  j, 

Description  of  Project  The  BLM  desires  to  license  a solid  waste  management  system 

disposal  site  for  burial  of  privy  vault  wastes  from  public  campgrounds  in 

Madison  County.  The  license  is  essential  for  seasonal  disposal  of  septage 

since  no  other  land  disposal  sites  are  available  in  the  county.  The  materials 
to  be  landfilled  cannot  be  surface  applied  due  to  the  foreign  materials  present 
in  privy  vaults.  The  disposal  operation  will  be  conducted  once  per  year  at  the 
end  of  the  summer  season,  in  accordance  with  the  operation  plan  attached.  A 
copy  of  the  complete  application  may  be  obtained  from  this  Bureau  upon  request. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 
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7. 


8. 


9. 


Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 
Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 
Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 
Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 
Aestheti  cs 
Air  quality 
Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 
Demands  on  envi ronmen- 
tal  resources  of  land, 
water,  ai r & energy 
Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


14. 


Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  population 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None 
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Other  groups  ur  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction Madison  County  Sanitarian 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER.  Madison  County  Sanitarian 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  No  Eis  necessary 
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October  22,  1982 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


#1,  3,  4,  5 - The  landfilling  operation  will  be  done  on  a short  term 
seasonal  schedule.  During  the  actual  fill  operation  there  will  be  some 
disturbance  to  small  mammal  and  insect  life  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  disposal  site.  Vegetative  cover  will  be  temporarily  removed  until 
the  following  spring  when  revegetation  will  be  completed. 

The  landfill  operation  will  increase  subsurface  soil  moisture,  but 
the  moisture  should  not  affect  visible  appearance  of  the  area  either 
positively  or  negatively.  Once  normal  subsidence  of  the  area  occurs 
as  the  material  is  absorbed  into  the  subsurface  strata,  the  temporary 
disturbance  should  not  present  a problem  for  future  grazing  or  other 
agricultural  utilization. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


#4,  10,  14  - Due  to  the  temporary  nature  of  the  process,  there  will 
be  some  seasonal  activity  at  the  site.  The  activity  should  have  minor 
or  no  affect  on  the  surrounding  ranching  community.  The  area  will  be 
inspected  by  the  Madison  County  Sanitarian  and  the  Montana  Department 
of  Health  at  least  once  each  season. 
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